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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A camera control system for controlling a linked 
operation of a plurality of cameras via a network, said sys- 
tem comprising: 

camera setting means for setting a plurality of cameras 
connected to the network as cameras to be linked with one 
&3 another; 

- movement setting means for setting conditions and con- 

f| :s& tents of a linked movement for each of the cameras set by 

|:0 said camera setting means; 

w 

S : camera-state- information acquisition means for acquir- 

o 

.g ing information relating to at least one of panning, tilting 

and zooming states of the plurality of cameras set by said 
camera setting means; 

starting means for starting, when a camera satisfying 
the conditions of the linked movement set by said movement 
setting means is present based on the state information ac- 
quired by said camera-state- inf ormat ion acquisition means, 
the contents of the linked movement corresponding to the 
conditions of the linked movement set by said movement set- 
ting means; and 

output means for outputting a control command cor- 
responding to the contents of the linked movement to at 
least one camera to be linked with the camera satisfying the 


15 
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set conditions. 

2. A system according to Claim 1, wherein said camera 
setting means comprises identifier storage means for storing 
an identifier for a camera assigned by an arbitrary client 
apparatus to perform a linked movement. 

3. A system according to Claim 1, further comprising: 
oper at ion- r i ght request means for requesting, when a 

request for an operation right for a camera from an ar- 
bitrary client apparatus has been received, the operation 
right for the camera, and an operation right for at least 
one camera which performs a linked movement with the camera, 

4. A system according to Claim 3, further comprising: 
information storage means for storing, when it has been 

impossible to acquire an operation right for any one of the 
cameras to be linked for which operation rights have been 
requested by said operation-right request means, information 
defining a control to be performed in such a case, 

wherein said output means outputs a control command to 
a camera which performs a linked movement based on the in- 
formation stored in said information storing means. 


5. A system according to Claim 4, wherein the control 
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information to be performed stored in said information 
storage means is a control of forcedly acquiring an opera- 
tion right for the camera which is already being used, 

6. A system according to Claim 4, wherein the control 
information to be performed stored in said information 
storage means is a control of replacing the camera which is 

O already being used with an alternative camera, 

■■kipa 

7. A system according to Claim 4, wherein the control 
information to be performed stored in said information 

'it.sJ 

storage means is a control of waiting for a predetermined 
"~ time period until an operation right for the camera which is 

:|H already being used is acquired. 
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8. A system according to Claim 4, wherein the control 
information to be performed stored in said information 
storage means comprises: 

(a) a control of forcedly acquiring an operation righ 
for the camera which is already being used; 

(b) a control of replacing the camera which is already 
being used with an alternative camera; and 

(c) a control of waiting for a predetermined time 
period until an operation right for the camera which is al- 
ready being used is acquired. 
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9. A camera control method. for controlling a linked 
operation of a plurality of cameras via a network, said 
method comprising: 

a camera setting step of setting a plurality of cameras 
connected to the network as cameras to be linked with one 
another; 

^- a movement setting step of setting conditions and con- 

%Q ■ 

: N tents of a linked movement for each of the cameras set in 

tl • 

• said camera setting step; 

ty a camera-state- information acquiring step of acquiring 

si information relating to at least one of panning, tilting and 

ip zooming states of the plurality of cameras set in said 

*u . . 

camera setting step; 

a starting step of starting, when a camera satisfying 
the conditions of the linked movement set in said movement 
setting step is present based on the state information ac- 
quired in said camera-state-information acquiring step, the 
contents of the linked movement corresponding to the condi- 
tions of the linked movement set in said movement setting 
step; and 

an output step of outputting a control command cor- 
responding to the contents of the linked movement to at 
least one camera to be linked with the camera satisfying the 
set conditions. 
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10. A method according to Claim 9, wherein said camera 
setting step comprises an identifier storing step of storing 
an identifier for a camera assigned by an arbitrary client 
apparatus to perform a linked movement, 

11/ A method according to Claim 9, further comprising: 
13 an operation-right requesting step of requesting, when 

a request for an operation right for a camera from an ar- 
1=5, bitrary client apparatus has been received, the operation 

10 right for the camera, and an operation right for at least 

%s . one camera which performs a linked movement with the camera. 

12. A method according to Claim 11, further comprising: 

hi 


an information storing step of storing, when it has 
been impossible to acquire an operation right for any one of 
the cameras to be linked for which operation rights have 
been requested in said operation-right requesting step, in- 
formation defining a control to be performed in such a case, 
wherein said output step outputs a control command to a 
camera which performs a linked movement based on the infor- 
mation stored in said information storing step. 


13. A method 
information to be 


according 
performed 


to Claim 12, wherein the control 
stored in said information stor- 
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ing step is a control of forcedly acquiring an operation 
right for the camera which is already being used. 

14. A method according to Claim 12, wherein the control 
information to be performed stored in said information stor- 
ing step is a control of replacing the camera which is al- 
ready being used with an alternative camera. 

15. A method according to Claim 12, wherein the control 

.S3 

=1^ information to be performed stored in said information stor- 

ing step is an operation of waiting for a predetermined time 
period until an operation right for the camera which is al- 
ready being used is acquired. 

IU 

16. A method according to Claim 12, wherein the control 
information to be performed stored in said information stor- 
ing step includes: 

(a) a control of forcedly acquiring an operation righ 
for the camera which is already being used; 

(b) a control of replacing the camera which is already 
being used with an alternative camera; and 

(c) a control of waiting for a predetermined time 
period until an operation right for the camera which is al- 
ready being used is acquired. 


17, A storage medium storing an operation processing 
program for controlling a linked operation of a plurality of 
cameras via a network, said program comprising the processes 
of: 

setting a plurality of cameras connected to the network 
as cameras to be linked with one another; 

setting conditions and contents of a linked movement 
for each of the set cameras; 

acquiring information relating to at least one of pan- 
ning, tilting and zooming states of the plurality of set 
cameras, starting, when a camera satisfying the set condi- 
tions of the linked movement is present based on the ac- 
quired state information, the contents of the linked move- 
ment corresponding to the set conditions of the linked 
movement ; and 

outputting a control command corresponding to the con- 
tents of the linked operation to at least one camera to be 
linked with the camera satisfying the set conditions. 


